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WIRE IN THE BLOOD

“The trilling wire in the blood

Sings below inveterate scars

Appeasing long forgotten wars.”

from Four Quartets, Burnt Norton by T. S. Eliot
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WIRE IN THE BLOOD

Robson Green has to confront a cannibal killer with a deadly vendetta in a new series of hard-hitting and acclaimed drama Wire In The Blood from Coastal Productions.

The gritty films see eccentric clinical psychologist Dr Tony Hill (Robson Green) facing his criminal nemesis - with devastating consequences for both him and his police colleague Detective Inspector Alex Fielding, played by Simone Lahbib.

Tony’s battle with the killer Michael (Jolyon Baker) forms the backbone to the eight-week series, which has a new format of four two-part stories.

When human remains are found on wasteland, Alex brings in Tony to investigate theories of honour killings and fetishism. But the killer has Tony in his sights and the inquiry becomes frighteningly personal.

Tony also finds himself a prime suspect in a police investigation when a woman who tries to seduce him at an experimental psychology convention is found dead.

Alex and Tony also join forces to track down the men or women responsible for a catalogue of shocking attacks in the northern town of Bradfield, including a series of prostitute murders, the mysterious disappearance of young men and bizarre killings of homeless people.

Tony’s uncanny understanding of human behaviour enables him to empathise with both victim and killer – even to the point of almost sensing the killings themselves.  

Now in its sixth series for ITV1 and acclaimed both in the UK and around the world, Wire In The Blood is sold to 120 territories and has picked up several international awards.

Filmed in and around Newcastle, the drama is originally based on the novels by top crime writer Val McDermid.  The second story, Falls The Shadow, is adapted from Val’s novel The Last Temptation.

Guest stars include Cristian Solimeno, John Hopkins and Mary Tamm, with Emma Handy as DC Paula McIntyre, Mark Letheren as DS Kevin Geoffries and Michael Smiley joining the cast as new pathologist Liam Kerwin.

Wire In The Blodd is written by Niall Leonard, Charlie Fletcher, Simon Block and Alan Whiting and the directors are Peter Hoar, Richard Curson-Smith, Declan O’Dwyer and Philip John.  The producer is Philip Leach and the executive producer is Sandra Jobling.  It is a Coastal Production for ITV1 in association with Ingenious Broadcasting 2 LLP.
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Characters

Tony Hill - Robson Green

Dr Tony Hill is a clinical psychologist whose expertise has proved invaluable to the police.  Intelligent and endearing, if somewhat eccentric, he is driven by a tangible sense of right and wrong and his understanding of human behaviour enables him to empathise strongly with both victim and killer.  Despite his often bizarre behaviour, Tony’s ability to get results when evidence is scarce has won him the support of DI Alex Fielding, who now trusts him as part of her team.  But Tony’s involvement with the police often affects him deeply as he finds it difficult to distance himself from disturbing cases.

DI Alex Fielding – Simone Lahbib

Alex is a senior detective at Bradfield CID and is a dedicated professional, always willing to put in the hours to get the case solved.  Her warmth and down-to-earth style have gained her the respect of her police colleagues and Dr Tony Hill.  She has learned to trust that Tony’s intuition can sometimes mean the key to cracking a case when physical evidence is hard to come by.  But the pressure of working on murder investigations sometimes causes a strain at home where she is a single mum to young Ben.  When the stresses of life take their toll, she finds it difficult to ask for help.

DS Kevin Geoffries - Mark Letheren

Kevin Geoffries has proved himself a worthy member of the team, despite a few mistakes in the past.  He respects Tony and believes he can offer an extra dimension to the investigations.  Kevin works closely with DC Paula McIntyre and their professional bond has made them good friends.

DC Paula McIntyre – Emma Handy

A lively and feisty young detective, Paula doesn’t get fazed easily.  She is keen to take on more responsibility and pleased to have a strong role-model in Alex.  Paula also has a deep respect for Dr Tony Hill after he saved her life during an investigation.  She’ll do what it takes to catch a killer.
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Production Notes

Executive Producer – Sandra Jobling

Keeping Wire In The Blood fresh by making subtle yet significant changes is the key to its ongoing success, according to executive producer Sandra Jobling.

“We’re thrilled that Wire is so well received but we don’t want to sit on our laurels so there are lots of new elements in this series.  For the first time we’ve decided to introduce a continuing storyline based around a character called Michael.  He forces Tony to face a critical dilemma – kill or be killed – and I think the strand has created a fantastic dynamic to the show.”

Wire In The Blood also has a new format of four two-part stories, running over eight weeks.

“The new format enables us to develop our stories more fully and create more tension.  We have a new pathologist too – Liam Kerwin played by Michael Smiley who’s an Irish stand up.  He has a quirky approach and makes it feel real.”

Adds Sandra:  “There’s nothing that would alienate our loyal audience or prevent new viewers from coming in at this stage.  It’s about respecting the brand but always trying to move it forward.”

Guest stars in the series include Dr Who veteran Mary Tamm, John Hopkins and Cristian Solimeno - and former newsreader Angela Rippon makes a cameo appearance.

“We’ve had some fantastic actors coming in.  John Hopkins plays a psychologically trained copper who idolises Tony, while Jolyon Baker is absolutely wonderful as our serial killer Michael.”

Sandra remains delighted with the performances of her main cast – Robson Green as Dr Tony Hill and Simone Lahbib as DI Alex Fielding.

“Tony confronts his nemesis which involves some intense and powerful scenes for Robson.  He’s also done a lot of the stunts himself like drowning in the bath at the end of the second film.  I cry every time I watch it.  And Simone is wonderful as Alex.  She combines professionalism with vulnerability in the character and is a joy to work with.”

Fans of Wire in the Blood were treated to a special episode set in America earlier this year.

“Prayer of the Bone did really well for ITV and BBC America.  Having set up a little satellite in Texas I would love to go back and do more.”
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Executive Producer – Sandra Jobling (cont)

In the meantime, Sandra and the Coastal Productions team are busy with another drama series – Place of Execution starring Juliet Stevenson and Greg Wise.

“In the last 18 months it’s been non-stop and our development slate is also full. Robson is in demand as an actor, and has been busy working on other television projects this year. It’s good to have a balance both for him and Coastal, and this has allowed him to co-executive produce Place of Execution.  Like me, he’s immensely proud of what we’ve achieved.”

Coastal Productions was set up over 10 years ago by Sandra and Robson with the aim of making feature films and TV dramas in the north east of England – and supporting local young people who want to get into the industry.

It has since grown into a strong independent company, with production and co-production credits including Beaten, Rocket Man, Take Me, Blind Ambition, The Last Musketeer, Close and True, Grafters, Rhinoceros and Unconditional Love.

Producer – Philip Leach

Philip Leach admits he enjoys being scared by TV shows like Wire in the Blood.

“Wire is a dark thriller with edges of horror and I think many viewers enjoy that blend, as I do.  It’s not a conventional police procedural.  People care about what dangers face our team and how Tony gets us through it.  I think that separates us from ITV’s other cop shows.

“There’s a massive universal appeal for police series and horror films.  We are dipping into two genres and combining them.”

Central to the drama’s appeal is the character of Dr Tony Hill (Robson Green).

“Tony Hill is the heart of the whole thing.  We look at different aspects of his character and challenge him in new ways – that helps to make the drama feel fresh and unexplored.  One of the many ways of doing that is introducing a killing nemesis for Tony who appears across the series.

“Each story still stands alone and makes sense but there is also an undercurrent surrounding Michael, our cannibal killer.  When Tony catches him, he becomes his psychologist.  As a result Tony gets much closer to Michael than he probably should.”
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Producer – Philip Leach (cont)

Another of the stories, The Dead Land, explores the Japanese Shinto religion and its cleansing rites.

Says Philip:  “Alan Whiting, who has written for almost every series, wrote the final story and did lots of research.  He identified elements of the Shinto religion where the cleansing process uses a particular single-bladed knife.  Then Michael re-emerges and targets people.  You think it’s all over when the Japanese ritual killer is caught - but it isn’t at all.”

Philip hopes to repeat the idea of a continuing storyline in future episodes of Wire in the Blood.

“We are already starting to develop the new series.  There won’t be a nemesis again but there will be some sort of arc which will pertain to Tony on a personal level.  It will be intriguing to see how he deals with the terrible events of the last story.  Roles are reversed and someone else will need to help him.”

Filming six series in and around Newcastle means a constant hunt for fresh locations.

“Our new location manager discovered a feudal fort where our killer has his lair.  It’s Ravensworth Castle in Gateshead and it’s never been used before.  It’s an amazing location which has developed and changed over the centuries.

“I think we’ve also found a permanent home for the studio set south of the river in Newcastle which gives us a proper warehouse to base our police station and mortuary.”

Adds Philip:  “Our regular cast, especially Robson Green and Simone Lahbib, are terrific and we’ve had some lovely guest stars, such as John Hopkins.  He plays Hall, a police officer who takes over for a while when Alex has a fatality in the family.  He’s a bit of a fan of Tony but always gets everything wrong.  He’s a perceived high flier but is the opposite.  John was great and I’d like him to come back and do a bit more.

“We’ve also had some great ‘killers’ this time around.  They are all played by lunatics in the nicest possible way.”

Philip’s other credits include Touching Evil, Hornblower, Holby City, The Knock, Rocket Man and forthcoming ITV1 drama Place of Execution.
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Interviews

Robson Green plays Dr Tony Hill

Robson Green cannot understand or empathise with people who kill, unlike his character Dr Tony Hill.

“After six series of Wire in the Blood, I’m no closer to understanding the kink that makes people kill or why people do destructive things.  Tony always sees the destructive person as a victim – not me,” says Robson.

“I recently read a case about a girl with learning difficulties who was kicked to death.  It’s terrible.  I never ask what on earth the killer was going through in their childhood that made them do that.  All I think about is the poor parents of the victims, as I have a child of my own.’’

Robson is delighted to step back into Tony’s shoes, however.

“Wire is such a powerful series and it’s an absolute joy to film.  I didn’t get that much of a break because we filmed the special episode in Texas after the last series but I always enjoy it.  The scripts are as strong as ever, the direction is still as vibrant and creative and if you have that energy people can tell.

“There’s a lot of jeopardy for Tony.  He has a near death experience of being strangled in one episode and encounters a killer who is using water and Nietzsche and fascism to destroy his victims.  Tony pieces it together and puts himself in danger.”

Tony almost drowns in the bath in one scene – one of many stunts Robson performed himself.

“Pretending I was being drowned was fine.  You just have to let the air out of your body and sink.  Crispin, my stunt double, had the easiest day, he just had to turn up and watch.”

Robson prepared for the series by getting himself fit physically and mentally.

“It would be irresponsible of me to go into the series not being prepared so I made the point of going to the gym.  I have a hell of a lot to do and I have to stay focused, especially in the last block where there is a colossal amount of dialogue.  

“I’m not an actor who can just turn up – I have to get into the frame of mind first.  At night, I was running dialogue with my uncle Matheson.  He’s not an actor but he was like Martin Scorsese.”
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Robson Green plays Dr Tony Hill (cont)

Adds Robson:  “I love playing Tony, but I have to remain psychologically as Robson Green, fit and well.  I don’t take on stories of destructive behaviour and I’m not a criminal psychologist.  We’ve just celebrated our seventh wedding anniversary and I don’t think my wife Vanya would appreciate it if I turned up as Tony Hill.”

Despite storylines including cannibalism and ritual killings, Robson doesn’t allow himself to get scared by Wire in the Blood either.

“I’m not a fan of the horror genre myself.  I read The Exorcist and couldn’t sleep for a week.  Jaws is about as far as I’ll get and even fair rides scare me.  But I don’t get scared by our scripts any more.  The more I see of the creative process and suspend disbelief, the more fun you can have with it.  I know it’s not real.

“We all possess an interest in macabre behaviour, though.  You put yourself into the untouchable and it gets your heart rate up.  And I think the issues that Wire explores are really fascinating.”

Filming the series allows Robson to spend time in his home town of Newcastle.

“Newcastle is where I was brought up, and filming Wire in the Blood  gives me the opportunity to catch up with family.  I love seeing my mum and dad and my brother and sisters. Vanya’s not designed for the north east of England, though.  She puts on more clothes and still nearly gets pneumonia.  That’s why we’ve just been to Nice for a holiday.  If I’d had first choice it would have been Wick in Scotland.”

Since completing the new series, Robson has been busy on other projects.  He co-stars with Mark Benton in forthcoming Christmas special Clash of the Santas, which takes the characters from Northern Lights and City Lights to a Santa convention in Lithuania.

“I’ve also done a programme for Five, Extreme Fishing. It’s my first documentary and I visit places around the world including Thailand, Namibia, Costa Rica and California.  It’s quite an eclectic mix and I love fishing so I was thrilled to be asked to do it.” 

He hopes to start work on a new series of Wire in the Blood later in the year.  “It’s a real accolade that it’s such a strong brand.  We never imagined it would do so well.  A lot of the success is down to investment in its look and feel.  I’d love to do more.”

Robson lives in Surrey with Vanya and has an eight-year-old son Taylor and stepdaughter Lara.  His many credits include Soldier Soldier, Casualty, Unconditional Love, Trust, Touching Evil, Close and True, Reckless, Grafters and Rocket Man.  He is also an executive producer on Coastal’s new drama Place of Execution.
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Simone Lahbib plays DI Alex Fielding

Simone Lahbib is back as Alex Fielding guiding the viewers through the dark and dangerous storylines of Wire in the Blood VI 

“Alex complements Tony Hill’s character well, they have very different skills and shortcomings.  She is pragmatic, practical, and works by the book, although privately she struggles with things. He is highly intelligent and socially clumsy, although he is comfortable with himself and is able to think outside the box. 

‘’Alex is a great listener,  and her focus on Tony when he is thinking aloud piecing things together,  helps the audience understand what is happening.  She asks some of the questions that I imagine the audience would ask.  There’s a lot of information in the dialogue which Alex helps take us through.  That, together with the visual props which are vital for the clarity of the story.”

Simone says she can relate to the character of Alex, a successful cop and mother.

“I can slip into Alex now.  You see two sides of her – the tougher side she’s acquired to help her keep command in the position she’s in, and the more vulnerable person at home.  There’s definitely a work hat that she puts on, but at home she struggles to cope with the balance of work and family life and not having a partner to turn to when problems arise.

“Like Alex, I do have a bossy streak, maybe it comes from being the first born. Though I try to keep it firmly at bay. It’s not something that would win anyone a popularity contest. Though it has come in handy for teaching in the past, and for playing authoritative characters like Alex.   

“It’s interesting for me that her Achilles heel is children.  In one scene a prostitute is killed and leaves a child.  Alex is very interested to know how old the child was and berates Kevin for not asking.  It’s a bit unreasonable of her but that’s the area where she finds her job tough.  As a mother, it’s something I can completely sympathise with.”

Adds Simone:  “There are aspects of your personality in every character you play.  You draw on different sides of yourself where they are appropriate and use your experience and imagination to find the things that are unlike you.  One big difference is that Alex is on her own at home, whereas I have a good supportive family.”

Once again, Simone brought her daughter Skye to Newcastle while she was filming the series.
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Simone Lahbib plays DI Alex Fielding (cont)
“These days its like being part of a travelling circus when I go to work and I’m ever grateful that Coastal are always so generous in terms of helping me manage the job and my family.  They book the house a week early so I can get Skye settled in and pass over to my mum.  This time my dad came along as well which was great.  He’s a master chef so I felt like one of those Hollywood film stars who have their own cook.

“Dad was very careful to make sure I was getting the right balance of food and my mum was doing all the domestic side and taking care of the baby – generally speaking it couldn’t be more perfect.”

Simone is pleased with the new format of four two-part stories.  “It’s great to stay with the storyline for a little bit longer and work the journey out,” she says.  

“The first film is very strong about a cannibal killer amputating and eating parts of his victims.  It’s gruesome but how I react depends on how emotionally involved my character is from moment to moment.  I imagine real police officers would have to pull back at times so they can do their job properly. Having said that Alex is quite an emotional character so she is often affected by her work and therefore so am I, least as long as the cameras are running. 

“Off camera it’s a whole different thing.  I’m looking at the prosthetics and make-up and thinking what a great job they’ve done or checking that the artist playing dead on the block is all right and not too cold.

“As always there’s a lot of laughter on the set, too.  Robson always cracks me up and now we have Michael Smiley too - he’s hilarious. And Mark and Emma are such lovely people, we’ve become good friends over the three years we’ve all worked together”

Alex is Simone’s third role as a cop, after Thief Takers and Fallen, and it’s given her an interest in the criminal justice system.

“Even though it’s only been through a drama on TV, you do gain a certain amount of information and pick up on stories in the news with a different mindset.  Knife crime is very worrying. So many innocent young people getting caught up in it, not just those looking for trouble.  You just want to keep your children inside.

“I’m glad there’s a lot of focus on it at the moment as it makes you more vigilant and alert, as you are anyway when you become a parent.  I’m always looking at things and assessing what’s dangerous.”

After the last series of Wire in the Blood, Stirling-born Simone returned to Scotland to make a short film with John Hannah, entitled Zip ‘n’ Zoo.
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Simone Lahbib plays DI Alex Fielding (cont)

“It’s a gorgeous little film and we made it right up in the north of Scotland in a place called Drumbeg, beyond Inverness.  We did some filming at the director’s house in front of a beautiful loch and when John had fiddle lessons there the seals came up for a listen.  It was lovely and I could have done it for a lot longer.”

Adds Simone:  “Other work has been offered but I’m still reluctant to take it because I’ve decided to spend that time with Skye.  I’ve waited a long time for a child and the first five years are very formative, so I try to keep work to a minimum, hard though it is to turn good work down.  I know she’s well looked after when I’m working but it’s not the same as being with mum and dad”

Simone is married to actor and writer Raffaello Degruttola and her other credits include Bad Girls,  Monarch of the Glen, The Young Person’s Guide to Becoming a Rock Star, Family and  Heartless.
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Synopses

Film One: Unnatural Vices (Episodes 1 & 2)

Tony and Alex investigate theories of honour killings, fetishism and cannibalism when human remains are found in wasteland.  New team member Collins gets inextricably drawn into the case and Tony begins a personal battle with a serial killer.

When a young woman’s remains are found on a wasteland site, it seems as though the death might be an honour killing. But when the site yields up more remains, of very different victims, the deaths tell a different story.

Tony wonders why the bodies are incomplete.  And why has the killer tied his victims in such a complex manner.  Is the killer a fetishist?  Perhaps so, since the investigative trail leads the team to a shocking S&M scene.  But with such extreme injuries and with victims ranging from a female alcoholic drifter to a teenage boy, it seems unlikely that this is only about consensual violence. 

While the investigation delves deeper into dark fantasies, Alex struggles with Kevin on leave and his temporary replacement, Collins (Cristian Solimeno), apparently unwilling to pull his weight. 

When a middle-aged teacher goes missing during a lunchtime assignation it seems as though the killer is claiming his next victim.  Only when her severed finger turns up in an envelope on Collins’ desk does Tony realise that something suspicious has been going on right under his and Alex’s nose.

But worse is to come when Collins himself disappears. Now the team have to race to save one of their own from a killer clever enough to change his identity into the very person that those in need would trust.
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Film Two: Falls The Shadow (Episodes 3 & 4)

Tony becomes the prime suspect in a murder inquiry after a female friend he meets at a psychology convention is killed.  Alex is investigating a spate of prostitute murders – and Tony puts himself at risk trying to help.

To his great surprise Tony finds himself enjoying his role as speaker at an experimental psychology convention – mainly because it reacquaints him with fellow delegate and old friend Rachel (Tania Emery), with whom he shares a fun evening drinking before narrowly escaping her attempt at seduction.

Next morning Tony wakes with a sore head and police breaking into his hotel room. Rachel is dead - brutally murdered in her room overnight.  And Tony was the last person to see her alive.

Meanwhile, Alex has problems of her own. A prostitute is murdered - apparently without motive, and when another streetwalker victim dies in the same way, Alex realises she has a serial killer on her hands. 

Tony tries to help Alex, but when another experimental psychologist is killed closer to home he finds himself the prime suspect in the police investigation. 

Desperate to prove his innocence, he applies all his psychological acuity to the question of why someone would want to murder people whose working lives are mainly spent observing rats. And why the deaths are such elaborate rituals - where water and the phrase “Power not Truth” play such key roles.

Only when he puts two unlikely sets of facts together does Tony begin to solve both the prostitute murders and the psychologist deaths. In the hunt for perpetrators the team realise they need a lure. Alex refuses to allow Tony to put himself at risk. But despite her care, Tony is already in danger. And it looks as though he may die before the killer is caught. 
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Film Three: From The Defeated (Episodes 5 & 6)

Tony gets caught up hunting a serial killer who is brutally slaughtering young men so doesn’t realise that convicted murderer Michael is planning to escape from a secure unit – with devastating consequences.

The body of a young male victim poses a riddle. Was he killed by the physical beating he sustained? By the strangulation he apparently suffered? Or by the gunshot wound to his head? And why would all three methods be necessary? 

It’s not a mugging, and nor does the victim have criminal connections. Perhaps it was a crime of passion… But when a second victim is found who’s mysteriously linked to the first only by the presence of skin under his fingernails, the answer seems to be that the two young men had no connection other than in death. One victim killed the other. But who killed the survivor?

As more victims emerge, Tony begins to piece together a bizarre chain of attacks in which killer becomes victim… And the gun in each case apparently belongs to the same person – an illegal dogfight promoter who claims the weapon was stolen some time ago. 

Tony is so caught up in the case that he fails to respond quickly enough when secure unit patient Michael (Jolyon Baker), the cannibal killer Tony helped to convict, drops a hint that he’s planning to escape.  Michael claims to have discovered God, and Tony is naturally sceptical, but when Michael kills the prison chaplain and escapes using the man’s clothes as disguise, Tony feels angry about his own failure to read the signs of danger clearly enough.

Meanwhile someone is stalking local young widowed mother Ellie (Jessica Harris). And an Asian victim is found who hasn’t fought or been strangled. It seems that the killer is only interested in white youths… Does this signify sexual preference? Or something more complex? When Tony realises that the killer’s dark intentions go beyond murder and aren’t limited to young men, the chase is on to catch him before he enacts the next stage of his violent plan.

And then there’s Michael… he’s out there somewhere and has Tony in his sights.
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Film Four: The Dead Land (Episodes 7 & 8)

Tony has to work with ambitious Oxbridge graduate Hall when a killer starts targeting homeless men.  Meanwhile someone is stalking Tony.  Could it be Michael and does every person have the potential to be a killer?

Someone is killing homeless men. Someone is feeding them, bathing them, wrapping them in paper and- bizarrely- salt, stabbing them through the heart, and then dumping their bodies around the financial district of Bradfield.

Because the victims are homeless, there are no homes or lives to investigate- nothing to suggest how they came into contact with the killer and nothing to suggest what it was about them that led to their demise.

Tony and Alex pursue the available clues until a family bereavement pulls Alex away from the case. Suddenly Tony finds himself working with a new detective: ambitious young Oxbridge graduate Hall (John Hopkins) – against whom Tony is initially prejudiced until he discovers that he’s dealing with a trained psychologist who’s a big fan of Tony’s own work.

Mentor and pupil dismiss sexual motives for the crimes, but the careful way in which the killer has treated each body suggests a ritual element in the deaths. Meanwhile, Tony becomes aware that someone is stalking him. Could it be Michael (Jolyon Baker)? And if so, how much danger is Tony in?

Both questions are answered when the area mental health commissioner – a woman whom Tony has blamed for the policy mistakes leading to Michael’s escape – is brutally murdered. Immediately Tony is put under police protection and finds himself sharing his flat in an odd-couple arrangement with Kevin (Mark Letheren). Unused to company, and resistant to the fears for his welfare, Tony insists on continuing with his police work. 

As the details of the killer’s ritual become clear, an unusual witness posthumously leads the team to a suspect who seems like the killer in every way. But are they the murderer or the person the murderer would like to be? Suddenly Tony realises that not all the victims are as they appear. And as the team discover that the link to the killer’s ID has been under their noses all along, Tony is unaware that his own life is about to take a plunge into violence. Perhaps everyone has the potential to kill.

WIRE IN THE BLOOD                            - 15 -

Main Cast

Dr Tony Hill 
 Robson Green

DI Alex Fielding 
 Simone Lahbib

DS Kevin Geoffries 
 Mark Letheren

DC Paula McIntyre 
 Emma Handy

Liam Kerwin 
 Michael Smiley

Production Credits

Executive Producer 
 Sandra Jobling

Producer 
 Philip Leach

Associate Producer 
 Will Nicholson

Directors 
 Peter Hoar


 Richard Curson-Smith


 Declan O’Dwyer


 Philip John

Writers 
 Niall Leonard

 
 Charlie Fletcher


 Simon Block


 Alan Whiting

Based on characters created by 
 Val McDermid

Music 
 The Insects

A Coastal Production for ITV1

